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Masa Ikuse* & Norio Sahashi* : Notes on the mechanism 
of pollen release of Boehmeria gracilis C. H. Wright 
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Summary 

The mechanism of pollen release of Boehmeria gracilis C.H. Wright was 
investigated. The pollen release was observed only under the conditions where 
the temperature shows 23 to 36°C and the humidity is from 40 to 53% in the 
sunny place. Under SEM observation the adaxial side of the filament shows 
serially bulbous articulate form. This peculiar form works like a spring, and 
when the filament is reflexed, the pollen release occurs from the anther. The 
number of pollen grains in an anther were about 28100, and about 112400 grains 
were recognized in a flower. The epidermal cells on the abaxial side of the 
perianth are partly transformed into hooked hairs, and parenchyma cells in the 
upper half of perianth-lobe are larger than those of the lower half. A druse 
was found in every parenchyma cells which are located under the epidermis on 
the adaxial side of the perianth. 
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